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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

TECHNICAL APPLICATIONS  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Technical Applications teaches students keyboarding, an introduction to Microsoft Office software, personal finance, business 

ethics, workplace safety, job search skills, career preparation, teamwork, critical thinking, and introduction into the business 

world.  

INTERMEDIATE PUBLICATIONS OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Intermediate Publications for Business provides students with a look at the business world from a publishing perspective.  

Studentsô design and format business publications using advanced Microsoft Word, Access, Excel, PowerPoint, Adobe 

Photoshop, and PageMaker.  They will learn to enhance their documents using digital cameras and scanners.  Some of the 

publications they will create include the Rincon Newsletter, banners, tickets, posters and special event programs. Pre requisite:  

Tech Applications 

PUBLICATIONS: YEARBOOK  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 
In Advanced Publications for Business students will create the Rincon Yearbook.  Students put into practice the principles of 

layout, design, typography, photography, copy writing and business in producing a yearbook.  Marketing, fund-raising, time 

and people management skills are developed.  Students become proficient on the computer using the desktop publishing 

program Aldus PageMaker.  Journalism experience is preferred.  Prerequisite:  Tech Applications or permission of the 

instructor 

PUBLICATIONS: NEWSPAPER  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 
This class has the responsibility of publishing the school newspaper, The Rincon Echo.  Staff members are involved in all 

aspects of production - news gathering, advertising, writing, editing, and designing.  Students become proficient on the 

computer using the desktop publishing program Adobe InDesign.   

BEGINNING MARKETING  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Students will have the opportunity to learn up-to-date marketing skills and techniques used in business. The class will have an 

emphasis on the entertainment sector. Students will also establish and maintain employment skills: sales, customer service, and 

job interview. DECA, the association of marketing students, enhances this course and will be streamed into the curriculum and 

students may participate in competitions.  

BEGINNING FASHION DESIGN OPEN TO GRADES: 10 , 11  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This is a yearlong introductory class for Sophomores & Juniors.  Students will learn the fundamentals of design and how they 

relate to fashion and clothing construction. This is a project based class and students are required to purchase project 

materials, patterns, and notions. 

INTERMEDIATE FASHION DESIGN OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Fashion Design and Merchandising is a creative, project-based class that will teach students clothing construction and design at 

the next level.  Students completing this program will be prepared for entry-level positions in design production, apparel or 

home furnishings sales and manufacturing, custom fashion or interior design.  Students are required to purchase project 

materials, patterns, and notions.  Prerequisite: Beginning Fashion Design 

ADVANCED FASHION DESIGN OPEN TO GRADES: 12   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Fashion Design and Merchandising is a creative, project-based class that will reinforce clothing construction and design skills 

learned in years I and II.  A Senior exit project will be included semester II  Students completing this program will be prepared 

for entry-level positions in design production, apparel or home furnishings sales and manufacturing, custom fashion or interior 

design.  Students are required to purchase project materials, patterns, and notions. Prerequisite: Intermediate Fashion 

Design 
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

BEGINNING AUTOMOTIVE   OPEN TO GRADES: 10 , 11  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course provides a thorough understanding of the design, construction and operation of automotive systems.  Students will 

have practical hands-on experience in the proper use of tools and equipment, and automotive maintenance and repair 

procedures related to mechanical, electrical and hydraulic systems.  Projects and activities include gaining job acquisition 

skills, applying academic concepts to problem solving, using the computer and analyzing career choices. 

ADVANCED AUTOMOTIVE  OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Students gain additional skills and reach higher levels of competence with emphasis on automotive diagnostic service, 

systematic testing and adjustments, major repairs and engine rebuilding.  Prerequisite:  Automotive Technology 

SPECIALTY AUTOMOTIVE  OPEN TO GRADES: 12   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Students can focus on two or more areas of specialty including braking systems, electrical/electronic systems, engine 

performance and/or steering and suspensions.  Prerequisite: Advanced Automotive Technology 

PC MANAGEMENT AND  

MAINTENANCE A+   OPEN TO GRADES: 10 , 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

PC Management & Maintenance is a testing program that certifies the competency of entry-level computer service technicians.  

Topics include installation, configuring and upgrading, diagnosis and troubleshooting, preventive maintenance, motherboard, 

processors and memory, printers, basic networking, OS fundamentals and networks.  Other topics include system optimization 

using Windows 95, 98, NT and 2000, safety, network basics, professional ethics and customer support.  Upon completion of 

the training, students may opt to test for official certification (A+). A+ certification signifies that the person possesses the 

knowledge and skills essential for successful entry-level computer service technician, as defined by industry experts.   

COMPUTER NETWORKING CISCO OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Computer Networking I, II, III, IV ï This two- year (four semester) course will help students prepare for the Cisco Certified 

Networking Associates (CCNA) Exam, Ciscoôs first level of certification.  In the first semester, students will learn about basic 

electronics, computer fundamentals, networking components, the OSI networking model, networking topologies, IP 

components, subnet masks and basic network design.  In the second semester, students will learn about routed and routing 

protocols and will begin router configuration, LAN switching theory and virtual networks.  In the fourth semester, students will 

learn WAN theory and design, frame relay, ISDN technologies and network troubleshooting. 

At the end of the two-year program students will be fully prepared to take the certification exam.  For more information on 

CCNA visit.  http://cisco.netacad.net    

PRE-ENGINEERING   OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

ñEngineering: The Digital Futureò focuses on the fundamentals of modern engineering and technology in the information and 

communications age. Engineering and design examples are drawn from wireless and telecommunications, the Internet, 

electronic music, and other multimedia technologies popular in today's culture. Upon completing the course, students will have 

an understanding of how modern engineers design and build new technologies using math and science, together with their 

ingenuity. In addition, students will have been exposed to new and relevant applications of mathematics, science, and 

technology to important engineering problems of the day and will have developed a deeper and broader set of computer skills. 

And, students unfamiliar with engineering will be exposed to a variety of current and future career opportunities in engineering 

and technology related fields. Pre-requisite: One lab science and at least concurrent enrollment in Intermediate Algebra 

or higher. 

 

http://cisco.netacad.net/


Rincon High School Course Descriptions P a g e  | 3 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

MEDIA 1-2 INTRODUCTION TO THE DIGITAL WORLD  

(BEGINNING)    OPEN TO GRADES: 10 , 11  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Media I is the first year course in the IDM sequence covering audio and visual design principles. In this hands-on course 

students work in a multimedia computer lab to capture, create, and edit sound files to be used in multimedia productions.  

MEDIA 3-4  DIGITAL EDITING & ANIMATION BASICS  

(INTERMEDIATE)   OPEN TO GRADES: 10 , 11  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Media II students develop scripts and storyboards for use in multimedia productions. Students will use effective 

communication skills to produce digital media for various clients.  They will set up and operate field equipment, and 

produce/edit digital video and 2D/3D animation. Students will participate in leadership activities that will prepare them for 

careers after high school and college. Students use graphics, animation, audio, and video software to develop animation-video 

sequences for television, film, web delivery, and other types of multimedia productions.  

Course prerequisite: Successful Completion of Media 1-2.  

MEDIA 5-6 MANAGEMENT & PRODUCTION 

(ADVANCED)    OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Advanced media involves significantly more time and commitment.  Students are expected to write, edit and produce video and 

audio productions for various clients on campus and throughout the community. Juniors that have completed competencies for 

media 1-4 will are eligible to participate in job shadowing opportunities with local radio stations, television stations and media 

companies. Seniors that have completed media 1-4 are eligible for internships with various media organizations in Tucson. 

Media 5-6 is production driven and is designed to allow students to demonstrate their critical thinking and problem solving 

skills in a professional environment. Only students that have completed media 1-4 are eligible to enroll in this class.  Course 

prerequisite: Successful Completion of Media 3-4.  

BEGINNING SPORTS MEDICINE OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

In Sports Medicine class you will be introduced to dozens of careers in Allied Healthcare. Allied Healthcare professions 

include; Nursing, Physical Therapy, Medicine, Athletic Training, EMT, Paramedic, etc. Healthcare is one of the fastest 

growing areas of employment for Arizona and the rest of the country.  In the classroom you will learn about the human body.  

We will concentrate on anatomy, injury prevention, injury recognition, nutrition, and the concept of wellness. 

ADVANCED SPORTS MEDICINE OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

In advanced Sports Medicine class you will continue studying the human body and medicine along with Lab work which will 

include taping, wound treatment, emergency awareness, spine boarding, splinting, and lots of other activities. Students also will 

be required to do job shadowing and career preparation. 

CTE INTERNSHIP   OPEN TO GRADES: 12   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

The CTE Internship provides CTE students an opportunity to engage in learning through participation in a structured work 

experience that involves the application of previously developed CTE knowledge and skills.  The CTE Internship must be 

directly related to the CTE program where the credits were earned and offers both paid and unpaid work experience. Students 

must be a senior (12th grade) and at least 16 years of age to be eligible to participate. Students must have completed at least 

one CTE class prior to enrolling in a CTE Internship.  
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ENGLISH 

ENGLISH 1, 2    OPEN TO GRADES: 9    LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

English 1,2 focuses on the development of high school level reading comprehension and writing skills.  Students are exposed to 

a variety of genres and they are assigned a variety of writing activities, which include: essays, narratives, literary analyses, 

poems, etc.  Instruction is geared toward taking students through the writing process. 

ENGLISH 1, 2 Honors   OPEN TO GRADES: 9   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Freshman Honors English is designed to help students understand the structure and function of the English language in an 

accelerated and enriched environment.  Various reading, writing, speaking, thinking, listening, and research activities are 

stressed through the use of traditional and multi-cultural literature. An emphasis will be on developing skills needed to pass the 

reading and writing portions of the AIMS Test.  Prerequisite:  Students with a desire to participate in a more challenging 

course may enter the Honors Program.  Teacher permission is required to continue once in the Honors Program. 

GATE ENGLISH 1,2 Humanities OPEN TO GRADES: 9   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

GATE is a two-hour English and Humanities class of both accelerated and enriched curriculum.  Modifications on the process, 

products, content, and learning environment are used as well as many other strategies published by writers of literary merit.  

Skills and activities align with those found in the CORE curriculum and provide skills for students to excel on the AIMS exam.  

The Humanities portion counts as an elective credit. 

ENGLISH 3,4    OPEN TO GRADES: 10   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

English 3, 4 continues to focus on improving reading and writing skills with major emphasis on skills specific to preparation 

for the reading and writing sections of the AIMS test administered second semester.  Communications skills are emphasized in 

writing as well as oral language activities.  Students are exposed to various forms of literature including novels, poetry, and 

plays.  The curriculum is designed to improve critical thinking skills, build English vocabulary, and enhance literary 

background. 

ENGLISH 3,4 Honors   OPEN TO GRADES: 10   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Sophomore Honors English is designed to help students understand the development, structure, and function of the English 

language in an accelerated, enriched, and challenging environment.  Various reading, writing, speaking, thinking, and listening 

skills are stressed.  Research-based activities are included and world literature is emphasized.  Prerequisite: Teacher 

permission is required to continue once in the Honors Program.  ñAò ï ñBò average in Freshman English is required for 

Sophomore Honors English. 

GATE ENGLISH 3, 4   OPEN TO GRADES: 10   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This two-hour English and non-western civilization class is an accelerated and enriched course that teaches reading, writing, 

speaking, thinking, listening, and research skills through the study of non-western civilization.  Student preparation for AIMS 

and college entrance exams is included.  Prerequisite:  English Teacher recommendation 

ENGLISH 5, 6    OPEN TO GRADES: 11   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Junior English is designed to help students continue to gain understanding of the development, structure, and function of the 

English language through the study of literature in historical and thematic contexts.  Various reading, writing, speaking, 

thinking, listening, and research skills are stressed, with an emphasis on essay writing. 

GATE ENGLISH 5,6   OPEN TO GRADES: 11   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This class includes engaging academics, rigorous class work, and enrichment through projects and thoughtful creations of your 

ideas and responses to class work this is the class for you.  These classes will be different from classes that follow accelerated 

curriculum and provide less choice in reading and response.   Prerequisite:  English Teacher recommendation 
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ENGLISH 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP)  
AMERICAN LITERATURE 
(Two-hour block)   OPEN TO GRADES: 11   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

AP American Literature is a specialized course designed for those students seeking college credit via the English Language 

Advanced Placement exam.  Taught as part of an integrated curriculum with AP American History, this rigorous course for 

highly motivated students emphasizes analysis and writing.  An average of 65 pages of reading material and one analytical 

writing exercise per week is routine.  The year culminates with a research-based exit project and the AP exam.  (However, the 

AP exam is not mandatory.)  Students practice for college entrance exams (SAT and ACT) and application essays.  

Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation and writing sample required.  Teacher permission is required to continue once in 

the Advanced Placement Program.  

CONTEMPORARY WORLD 
LITERATURE    OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Contemporary World Literature is a critical reading, writing and thinking course designed to introduce students to the pleasures 

of exploring modern day literature from around the world.  It is a course designed to discover, interpret, confront and become 

familiar with human experiences from other cultures and countries. In this class, students will gain a broader knowledge of 

some of the worldôs most famous writers and literary masterpieces and some of the worldôs most significant cultural traditions. 

Some of the issues and problems students will confront through the literary selections are equities and inequities of justice; the 

relationship between parents and children, sisters and brothers; the relationship between men and women in love; the need to 

succeed; individualism and standing up for what one believes; truth and deception; the passage to adulthood; and triumph of 

the spirit.  

EXPLORATORY LITERATURE:   
TEEN ISSUES     OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course is designed to help students discover, relate to, and interpret issues involving teens through literature.  Students will 

be able to use their own experiences and those in the literary selections to develop a greater understanding of the world they are 

living in.  In addition, students will research and use other authoritative information to bring the understanding full circle.  

Some of the issues and problems students will confront through the literary selections are drug/alcohol abuse, teen pregnancy, 

relationship struggles (interracial dating, homosexuality), loss of a loved one, suicide, and self-esteem challenges including 

self-mutilation and eating disorders. Students are responsible for obtaining all texts used in class. Parent permission 

required due to content covered 

 GOTHIC LITERATURE   OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM 

This course will be an examination of the dark side of the human imagination. Reading selections will range from19
th
 century 

writers such as Edgar Allan Poe and Mary Shelley on up to contemporary writers such as Ann Rice, Joyce Carol Oates, and 

Stephen King. Students will analyze and identify elements characteristic to this genre as well as exploring their own writing 

which will incorporate these elements. Offered the Fall semester ONLY. 

CRIMINAL MIND IN LITERATURE OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM 

Psychologists, historians, writers, sociologists, and many others have remained fascinated and baffled by the criminal mind and 

his/her impact on the times.  Great criminals have made for great stories, and this course taught in conjunction with the 

historical context, addresses all the current standards through this lens.  Students will study sociopath logy, criminal 

psychology and history while reading and writing about the great criminal minds of specific time periods and cultures. This 

course should appeal to those interested in forensic science, psychology, history and culture. Offered the Spring semester 

ONLY.  
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ENGLISH 

I SEE ME IN LITERATURE  OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM 

This course uses stories where the main characters are adolescent or young adult.  These stories span American history from 

the 17
th
 century to contemporary times.  From The Crucible to The Lovely Bones, we will examine literature from the view of 

the adolescent mind.  Do these characters represent you?  Do you see yourself in this story?  How did the writer create such an 

accurate or inaccurate portrait of you?  These questions will guide our study.  We will read, discuss and write about classics 

such as Catcher in the Rye to more contemporary stories such as Breathing Under Water. Offered the Fall semester ONLY. 

SCIENCE FICTION/ 

FANTASY LITERATURE  OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM 

This course will focus on the reading and creation of fantasy and science fiction literature in the modern era. This will include 

some authors in less recent history, such as Tolkien and Clarke, to more modern authors such as Rowling and Meyer. Students 

will be asked to discover what makes these authors successful and attempt to emulate it in their own writing.  

 LITERATURE AND PHILOSOPHY OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Philosophy is a reasoned pursuit of fundamental truths, a quest for understanding, a study of principles of conduct. It seeks to 

establish standards of evidence, to provide rational methods of resolving conflicts, and to create techniques for evaluating ideas 

and arguments. As the systematic study of ideas and issues, philosophy may examine concepts and views drawn from science, 

art, religion, politics, or any other realm. Philosophical appraisal of ideas and issues takes many forms, but philosophical 

studies often focus on the meaning of an idea and on its basis, coherence, and relations to other ideas. In our study we will ask 

fundamental questions concerning politics, art, morality, science and other major areas of human activity.  We will explore 

them posing questions, and seek answers, not to ñknowò but to discover what we can concerning the larger concerns of human 

existence.  We will examine these ideas through stories, art, movies and music in our quest to ñmake senseò out of these 

inquiries.   

ENGLISH 7,8    OPEN TO GRADES: 12   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Senior English is designed to help students continue to gain understanding of the development, structure, and function of the 

English language through the study of world literature.  Novels, plays, short stories, essays and poetry provide opportunities for 

expanding reading, writing, research and problem solving strategies.  Study and test taking skills and preparation for the AIMS 

are stressed.  Critical analysis of literature serves as the basis for written assignments.  A research project prepares students for 

the transition to higher education and the world of work. 

THE LITERATURE OF  
WAR AND CONFLICT   OPEN TO GRADES: 12   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

The 12
th
 Grade Senior Seminar Course, The Literature of War and Conflict, emphasizes a wide variety of texts about war, 

aggression, violence, and power.  Students will read from mythic and eyewitness accounts of armed conflict and the theoretical 

and political underpinnings that attempt to explain or justify such wide-scale violence.  We will explore the psychology and 

biology of aggression, the ñartò of strategy, political rhetoric for or against wars, violent and nonviolent responses to conflict, 

and conflict within specific social systems, such as those that come through economic, class, racial, and gender differences.   

 Students read, write, and analyze narrative and expository texts to gain an understanding of the nature of conflicts and their 

possible resolutions.  Students will focus on close reading and critical analysis of texts, both fiction and non-fiction, with a 

special emphasis on rhetorical analysis and synthesis.  In this course students are expected to think critically about arguments, 

synthesize ideas from various texts, write with an effective style and voice, undertake independent research, and use a variety 

of strategies to communicate with others.  Any student in this class may earn the honors distinction if he or she meets honor 

level learning goals on designated assignments.  The Literature of War and Conflict Senior Seminar Course will work to 

complement the12
th
 Grade Honors American Government:  Power, Politics and Culture.  Simultaneous enrollment in both 

courses is strongly recommended.  
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ENGLISH 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP)  
ENGLISH 7, 8    OPEN TO GRADES: 12   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

AP Senior English prepares students for college-level work and requires teacher recommendation.  Students write in a variety 

of genres and discourse styles. Literary analysis and projects on recommended texts for college-bound seniors are numerous.  

Students practice timed writings and sample test forms in order to be prepared for the Advanced Placement exam as well as to 

excel on the AIMS test.  Students complete a writing portfolio.   Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation only and writing 

sample required.  Teacher permission is required to continue once in the Advanced Placement Program. 

GATE ENGLISH 7, 8   OPEN TO GRADES: 12   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This class follows accelerated curriculum in which student activities include multi-genre projects, multiple intelligence 

activities, and extensions involving the past, present, and future.  Students will ñshow what they knowò from a range of 

reading, writing, speaking, and thinking experiences throughout the year. 

ACADEMIC DECATHLON  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This is a challenging class whose goal is to compete in the United States Academic Decathlon.  Students study and produce 

material on a given theme in ten different subject areas: math, economics, science, social studies, music, fine arts, literature, 

speech, essay and interview.  Past themes include ñThe Sustainable Earthò,  ñGlobal Economicsò, and ñWorld Philosophy, 

Psychology and Religionò.  Students with grade point averages from 1.0 to 4.0 are needed and compete only against students 

with similar GPA levels.  This course is open to all, however, the most successful students are juniors or seniors, self-motivated 

and excellent readers.  *Elective credit only.  Prerequisite:  Permission from instructor 

ELD DEPARTMENT 

At Rincon HS, there are four levels of English language development courses for the learner of English as a new language. 

Each level entails 4 (four) hours daily of English language instruction, in conformity with the Arizona Department of 

Education mandate. At each of the four levels, the linguistic skills of understanding, speaking, reading and writing are 

developed, and the materials are aligned with Arizonaôs Discrete Skills Inventory. 

ELD I, BEGINNING  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Students are introduced to the English language, literacy in English, and U.S. culture. They learn to understand and participate 

in simple conversations conducted in English in a variety of situations, especially involving classroom directions, student 

interaction, and computer use. Teachers use brief, age-appropriate readings from the adopted textbooks and authentic literature 

(fiction and non-fiction). They also introduce English grammar and American discourse patterns for writing. Prerequisite: 

AZELLA placement at the PRE-EMERGENT and EMERGENT level. 

ELD I Reading (#15012) Elective credit. 

ELD I Writing/Grammar (#05051) English credit. 

ELD I Writing/Grammar Support (#15013) Elective credit. 

ELD I Listening and Speaking (#15014) Elective credit. 

ELD II, INTERMEDIATE  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Students learn to understand and participate in informal conversations conducted in English in a variety of situations, especially 

involving academic language. Teachers use age-appropriate readings from the adopted textbooks and authentic literature 

(fiction and non-fiction). Student compositions reflect aspects of American discourse patterns and grammatical structures. 

Prerequisite: AZELLA placement at the BASIC level. 

ELD II Reading (#15015) Elective credit. 

ELD II Writing/Grammar (#05052) English credit. 

ELD II Writing/Grammar Support (#15016) Elective credit. 

ELD II Listening and Speaking (#15017) Elective credit. 
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ENGLISH 

ELD III, ADVANCED   OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Students learn to understand and participate in formal conversations conducted in academic English. Teachers use age-

appropriate readings from the adopted textbooks and authentic literature (fiction and non-fiction). Student compositions reflect 

aspects of American discourse patterns and grammatical structures. Prerequisite: AZELLA placement at the INTERMEDIATE 

level. 

ELD III Language Arts (#05053) English credit. 

ELD III Language Arts Support (#15018) Elective credit. 

ELD III Academic Reading (#15019) Elective credit. (for those who have not passed AIMS Reading) 

ELD III Academic Writing (#15020) Elective credit. (for those who have not passed AIMS Writing) 

ELD IV, ADVANCED 2   OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Students learn to understand and participate in formal conversations conducted in academic English. Teachers use age-

appropriate readings from the adopted textbooks and authentic literature (fiction and non-fiction). Student compositions reflect 

aspects of American discourse patterns and grammatical structures. Prerequisite: AZELLA placement at the INTERMEDIATE 

level and completion of ELD III. 

ELD IV Language Arts (#05054) English credit. 

ELD IV Language Arts Support (#15021) Elective credit. 

ELD IV Academic Reading (#15022) Elective credit. (for those who have not passed AIMS Reading) 

ELD IV Academic Writing (#15023) Elective credit. (for those who have not passed AIMS Writing) 

EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION 

Exceptional education programs are available for students who are experiencing learning diffic ulties due to any of 

several handicapping conditions.  To qualify for special education services, students must be evaluated and 

recommended by a TUSD multi-disciplinary team.  Parentsô participation is required for placement and planning 

decisions. 

ESSENTIAL ENGLISH   OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

These courses are designed to meet the needs of students with an IEP with special attention given to development of basic 

skills. The objectives of the course are to provide learning opportunities through demonstration and practice of listening 

behaviors, oral communication, written expression and reading.  Grammar usage, spelling and vocabulary building are 

emphasized. College-bound students are recommended to take general education English class. 

 

ESSENTIAL READING   OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course combines improving basic skills in reading through literature study, remedial instruction in oral communication, 

thinking, and listening skills as well as reading efficiency techniques. Instruction will include vocabulary development, 

comprehension skills with different genre and study skills. 

ESSENTIAL ALGEBRA I & II  OPEN TO GRADES: 9   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course covers previously acquired math skills emphasizing those aspects of arithmetic that support algebra as well as the 

essential skills necessary for problem solving. Fundamental algebraic concepts are introduced that include, but are not limited 

to fractions, decimals, percents and proportional reasoning. Throughout the course, there is a continuous review of these skills 

as well as skills and concepts assessed on the AIMS. College-bound students are recommended to take general education 

Algebra class. 
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EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION 

ESSENTIAL GEOMETRY I & II  OPEN TO GRADES: 10   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course covers previously acquired math skills that emphasize aspects of arithmetic that support geometry. It also 

introduces students to basic geometric concepts. Students are instructed to recognize, draw, describe, connect and analyze 

shapes and representations in the physical world. Along with the aforementioned concepts, students will continue to review  

all basic mathematical skills. College-bound students are recommended to take general education Geometry class. 

AIMS MATHEMATICS   OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course will review competencies of the Arizona State Standard of Mathematics assessed on the AIMS. This course is 

intended for students who need more experience with the concepts taught in Algebra and Geometry. Students who have yet to 

pass AIMS and are at the junior or senior level are required to take this course.  

ESSENTIAL INTEGRATED SCIENCE OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course lays the necessary foundation for upper level science curriculum. The focus of the first semester is the scientific 

method, Life Science, Ecology current issues in science. The second semester focuses on Earth and Space concepts and a 

hands-on approach will emphasize problem solving skills. College-bound students are recommended to take the general 

education Integrated Science class. 

ESSENTIAL BIOLOGY   OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course will introduce students to all aspects of biotechnology. Students will learn, through hands-on applications, about 

plant growth and development; anatomy and physiology; zoology; ecology and entomology. Class may also involve and 

introduction to computer literacy. The importance of scientific investigation, critical thinking, and problem solving as 

each applies to all aspects of life are emphasized. There may be some dissection, microscopic observations, and computer labs 

in the course. Group and individualized activities will be required. College-bound students are recommended to take general 

education Biology class. 

ACADEMIC CORE   OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Emphasis is on the development of efficient learning strategies including time management, organization of class materials, 

and textbook usage. This course is designed for students whose academic course work is primarily in mainstream classes. 

EMPLOYMENT TRAINING  OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course is designed to assist students in transition from high school to work and to prepare students to take action for future 

employment and career decisions.  Students will develop skills in self-determination, finding a job, and succeeding as an 

employee.  This class will familiarize students with the circumstances common to all wage earners, budgeting,  

and life skills required to be a successful and productive adult.  Students will explore and receive training in various job 

readiness skills.  

ON THE JOB TRAINING (OJT)  OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Students, who qualify, work in the community at part-time paid or nonpaid work sites. The primary objective is to introduce 

students to the routines and responsibilities of competitive work.  Students learn job and social skills associated with their 

assigned job tasks.  Performance evaluations and specific training agreements between the student, teacher, and employer may 

be required.  In some instances, the student is released from school to participate in this work experience and receives school 

credit for the hours worked.  In other instances, the student works or volunteers with supervision of school personnel as part of 

their instructional day. 
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EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION 

ALTERNATE ACADEMIC COURSES 

EVERYDAY LIVING SKILLS  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course includes instruction in the areas of vocational/employment, daily living skills, social and community experiences, 

post school adult living and basic reading, writing and math skills. Students will have the opportunity to work on maximizing 

independence in domestic, recreational/leisure, use of personal time, and community skills.  *Course offered to students in self-

contained programs. 

PEER COUNSELING   OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This is a service-learning class in which students work with children served through the Autism Program.  This work may 

include limited support with functional academics, social skills, communication skills, and self-help/daily living skills.  

Students will learn about Autism and its manifestations and be able to interact in a positive way with children of varying needs 

and abilities. 

CAREER COURSES, POST 18 

EMPLOYMENT TRAINING  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Students will explore and receive training in various job readiness skills and home maintenance skills. School and community-

based sites will provide students the opportunity to learn job routines and social skills required for successful employment. 

WORK ADJUSTMENT ON CAMPUS OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This is a pre-vocational and work experience program that provides students with prevocational training to facilitate their 

effective entry into actual work experience positions. The student will participate in work exposure or work adjustment as well 

as classroom instruction. This process involves the studentsô shadowing, observing, and working with various employers at 

selected sites.  

AUTISM PROGRAM   OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This is a self-contained program which uses a progressive inclusion model. It serves students with Autism (including 

Aspergerôs Syndrome). The curriculum includes community-based instruction, inclusion in regular education classes, and 

specifically targeted areas of instruction including recreation-leisure, social skills, communication, self-help, job training skills, 

functional academics, and everyday living skills.  Programming is aligned with each studentôs individualized plan. 

The students may be placed into regular and/or exceptional education classes depending upon their needs and abilities.  The 

teachers for this program function as educational supervisors with whom the students may meet regularly to work on a variety 

of skills that have been predetermined by their IEPs or by classroom programming, and as a consultant to General Education 

teachers. 

FINE ARTS 

CRAFTS    OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM/FAL 

This course explores the elements and principles of art through traditional folk art from around the world.  This is a process-

oriented class.  Students will work in paper, fabric, paint, yarn, mosaics, and wood.  Historical materials are presented.  Sketch 

book and some supplies required. 
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FINE ARTS 

DRAWING I    OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM/FAL 

Drawing 1 will help students develop a working visual language. The drawing process is taught as a method of gathering 

information, learning how to see. Basic drawing techniques will be used using pencil, charcoal, pastels, ink, and markers. 

Students will work with 2-dimensional drawings, perspective drawings, basic design, original theme compositions and art 

history. Using specific exercises, students will learn how to solve advanced drawing problems. Students will develop an artistic 

vocabulary. The only prerequisites are an open mind and willingness to try.  Sketch book and some supplies required. 

CERAMICS    OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE:SEM/SPR 

Ceramics is a studio course designed to cover the making of pottery, from the building by hand to the application of ceramic 

glazes and the firing procedures, to produce finished ceramic ware.  An appreciation of the ceramics of the past and present 

will be included.  Sketch book and some supplies required. 

CRAFTS/3D SCULPTURE  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE:SEM/SPR 

Sculpture is a three-dimensional response to form, materials and concepts.  The manipulation of form in the round is the study 

of light and shadow, mass and void.  Three-dimensional activities will involve the use of different sculptural media and may 

include paper, ceramic, metal, plaster, and wire.  Students will work with the elements and principles of art.  Sketch book and 

some supplies required. 

ADVANCED ART   OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

The advanced course includes advanced color and design theory and practice.  It is an in-depth study of drawing and painting 

technique and skills using various media such as acrylic, watercolors, pencil, charcoal, and pen and ink.  In this course, 

students will produce a portfolio.  A single student with consultation and permission of the teacher may pursue individual 

interest areas.  Not intended for casually interested students.  May be repeated for credit.  Sketchbook required.  

Prerequisite:  Full year of Beginning Art or Studio Art experience 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) 
 STUDIO ART    OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Advanced Placement work involves significantly more time than most art courses; the program is NOT intended for casually 

interested students.  Students are asked to select and submit their work for evaluation by a group of artists and teachers.  The 

evaluation is intended to allow them to demonstrate their ability to deal with the fundamental concerns of the visual arts so that 

they may be given credit, advanced placement, or both, at the college level.  In this course the student will produce a portfolio.  

Students may work in a variety of media and techniques.  Prerequisite:  Full year of Advanced Art or teacher/counselor 

recommendations 

BEGINNING DRAMA   OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course is designed to introduce students to all aspects of drama.  Beginning Drama includes theater history and all aspects 

of play production: lighting, sound, properties, set design and individual and group performance.  It is intended to develop a 

basic knowledge of theater history and play production, and to foster sensitivity, self-realization, and self-esteem through the 

study of the dramatic arts. 

THEATRE PRODUCTION  OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Members of this year-long course will master lighting, sound, properties, and set building/painting skills and produce one full-

length evening presentation along with several shorter presentations.  It also will foster a deeper appreciation of the dramatic 

arts and the universality of theater.  Rehearsals frequently extend beyond the normal school day and may include weekends.  

May be repeated for credit.  Audition require d(Participation fee required) 
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FINE ARTS 

CLASSICAL MODERN THEATRE OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Members of this class will produce at least three full-length evening productions.  Rehearsals frequently extend beyond the 

normal school day and often include week-ends.   Students with after-school jobs or those participating in more than one after-

school sport may not be able to participate. Students will learn to appreciate the educational and aesthetic values of drama that 

are global in scope and to value their own potential through their dramatic experience.  May be repeated for credit.  Audition 

required. (Participation fee required) 

CONCERT BAND   OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course instructs students on how to build upon previous instrumental skills.  The course is designed to develop a better 

understanding of music notation, tone production, and ensemble techniques.  Skills learned in this course will prepare students 

to perform at the advanced level.  Members of the group will be included with the Advanced Band during the marching band 

season.  Students will participate in solo/ensemble festival, region auditions, and concert festivals.  May be repeated for 

credit.  Evening rehearsals and public performances are required throughout the year.  Participation in the solo/ensemble 

and/or regional auditions in January are required.  Prerequisite:  Previous instrumental experience and/or permission from 

the director. (Participation fee required) 

SYMPHONIC BAND   OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Students enrolled in this course will experience instrumental music in three settings: marching band, solo & ensemble, and 

concert band. The marching band performs at all football games, selected festivals and parades, and has required after-school 

rehearsal during the fall semester.  Concert Band begins following the marching band season and performs at festivals and 

other out-of-school concerts.  Individual and group musicianship are emphasized in all areas as well as an appreciation of 

music from different historical periods and genres.  There is a special dress code for performances.  May be repeated for 

credit.  Evening rehearsals and public performances are required throughout the year.  Participation in the solo/ensemble 

and/or regional auditions in January are required. (Participation fee required) 

Prerequisite:  Previous instrumental experience and audition. 

PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Students enrolled in this course will learn and develop various instrumental percussion techniques and learn how to apply them 

in various musical ensembles.  The prime objective of the course will focus on developing the total percussionist as a musician.  

Students will experience and perform in the areas of marching percussion, concert percussion, pit percussion, solo and 

ensemble activities and will have exposure to world music.  Besides learning and preparing music that is unique only to the 

percussion genre, students enrolled in this course will also be responsible for preparing music that is used in performance with 

the marching band, symphonic band, and concert band.  Public performances with a special dress code occur throughout the 

year.  May be repeated for credit.  Evening rehearsals and public performances are required throughout the year.  

Participation in the solo/ensemble and/or regional auditions in January are required.  Prerequisite:  Previous instrumental 

experience and/or permission from the director. (Participation fee required) 

JAZZ ENSEMBLE   OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This class instructs students in the elements of instrumental jazz.  It develops a functional survey of modern musical styles and 

emphasizes creative jazz through improvisation.  This course is performance oriented throughout the school year.  Extra 

rehearsals and performances may be scheduled.  This course is designed for musically advanced students.  Auditions for the 

group will be in the spring for the next school year.  Various performing opportunities in the community, at school, and in 

festivals require attendance.  Prerequisite:  With the exception of drum set, electric guitar, electric bass, and piano, all 

students must have completed one year of Symphonic or Concert Band and audition. (Participation fee required) 
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FINE ARTS 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) 
MUSIC THEORY   OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course instructs students in skills of music composition, function and analysis of the various components of music, sight 

singing, and melodic and harmonic dictation.  Students will also be made aware of various aspects of music history through the 

various theory concepts presented.  Previous music experience is not required but may be helpful.  This course will effectively 

prepare students for the AP exam.  

COLOR GUARD/TWIRLERS  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Students enrolled in this course will learn the fundamentals of show dancing and color guard or twirling and how to incorporate 

them into a performance.  The use of equipment with expressive creativity to music is the basis for this performing art.  This 

course serves as an instructional and rehearsal section for the auxiliary unit of the marching band in the fall semester and as 

winter guard in the spring semester.  Auditions for the lines are in the month of March for the following school year.  

Performances at football games, selected festivals, and various events are required with a special dress code throughout the 

year.  Some evening and extra rehearsals are required.  Prerequisite:  Audition and permission from Band Director. 

(Participation fee required) 

MUSIC DISCOVERY   OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course is designed for students who would like to learn how to play the piano and would also like to know more about 

music.  The course instructs students in basic keyboard technique and basic music theory.  It is suitable for beginning to 

advanced pianists. Basic Guitar is also offered as an option to piano, but only during the Spring Semester. 

INTERMEDIATE ORCHESTRA:  
CONCERTINO STRINGS  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Concertino Strings instructs string students at the intermediate level.  The class includes the study and performance of 

string music literature for large and small ensembles. There are four to six performances a year. An out-of-state trip is 

planned for every other year. Prerequisites: basic music-reading and experience playing a bowed string instrument.  No 

audition required. (Participation fee required) 

ADVANCED ORCHESTRA:  
CONCERT STRINGS   OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Concert Strings instructs string students from intermediate to advanced levels.  The class includes the study and performance of 

string music literature for large and small ensembles.  There are from seven to ten performances per year, including optional 

participation in the Solo and Ensemble Festival and Regional Orchestra audition in late January.  An out-of-state trip is planned 

for every other year.  Incoming freshmen and continuing sophomores audition for the group during the spring semester.  

Audition required.  (Participation fee required) 

HONORS-LEVEL ORCHESTRA: 
CHAMBER STRINGS   OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Chamber Strings is limited to 30 advanced string students who audition for the orchestra in the previous spring.  There are 

approximately ten to fifteen performances a year, including mandatory participation in the Solo and Ensemble Festival and the 

Regional Orchestra auditions in late January.  An out-of-state trip is planned for every other year.  The class includes the study 

and performance of professional-level string music literature for large and small chamber ensembles.  Prerequisite:  One year 

of Intermediate or Advanced Orchestra.  Audition required. (Participation fee required) 
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FINE ARTS 

LEVEL 1 MIXED BEGINNING CHORUS, BEGINNING GIRLS 

and BEGINNING BOYS  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This Chorus performs in six evening concerts during the school year.  Emphasis is on music reading, vocal technique and 

musicianship skills.  It includes music appreciation on a limited basis involving all the musical eras.  No audition required. 

LEVEL 2 CHORALE INTERMEDIATE LEVEL  

MIXED CHOIR     OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

The Chorale gives six to eight performances during the school year and participates in a musical production every other year.  

On the off year, a madrigal dinner and a performance tour are planned.  Continued emphasis is on music reading and vocal 

technique.  The Chorale sings four part music, both accompanied and a cappella.  Performance dress required.  Audition 

required.  Prerequisite: Prior choral experience and permission from director. (Participation fee required) 

LEVEL 3  

ADVANCED ²ha9bΩ{ 9b{9a.[9 OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

The Womenôs Ensemble is limited to 30 voices in grades 10-12.  This group performs extensively during the school year 

including competitions and ten to twelve school performances.  The Womenôs Ensemble sings three and four part womenôs 

music including Madrigals, Jazz, Pop, Gospel and Classical Styles.  Performance dress required. Prerequisite:  Permission 

from director and audition required. (Participation fee required) 

LEVEL 4 CHORALIERS ADVANCED MIXED 

(Small) ENSEMBLE "CHORALIERS"  OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

The Choraliers are an advanced performance ensemble.  This group gives twenty five to thirty performances during the school 

year including festivals and competitions.  Strong emphasis is placed on performing Madrigal, Jazz, Pop and Classical Styles, 

both a cappella and accompanied.  Competition in Regional Choir and Solo (Ensemble Festival) required.  Performance 

dress required. Prerequisite:  Permission from director and audition required. (Participation fee required) 

 BEGINNING DANCE   OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This class focuses on learning the basics of ballet, jazz, and modern dance technique, composition and improvisation.  The 

students learn body awareness and movement concepts through dance warm ups and floor combinations.  They are encouraged 

to explore their own movement styles during improvisation.  The students begin to play with the elements of choreography by 

creating short studies in small groups.  This course can also be used as a Physical Education credit.  

INTERMEDIATE DANCE  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

A basic understanding and execution of ballet, jazz, and modern dance technique, improvisation and composition is required.  

Students will continue to refine and develop these skills.  A cultural/historical perspective of dance is introduced through a 

research project culminating in a multidimensional presentation.  The students further explore their artistic expression through 

group collaboration culminating in a performance in the spring.  This course can also be used as a Physical Education 

credit.  Prerequisite:  Beginning Dance or more than one year of studio dance or permission from teacher 

ADVANCED DANCE, IVESIA  OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

The Ivesia class is an advanced level class and requires commitment.  The goal of the Ivesia group is to bring the art of dance 

into the community at large.  During the first semester students work collaboratively on pieces that are performed at various 

locations.  The students sometimes give movement workshops.  The season culminates in the spring with a concert that 

requires partner choreography.  Each student will create work with a partner and dance in at least three other student works.  

This course can also be used as a Physical Education credit.  Audition required.  (Participation fee required) 



Rincon High School Course Descriptions P a g e  | 15 

FINE ARTS 

ADVANCED DANCE, PRIMAVERAS OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

The purpose of the class is to experience dance performance and choreography from a pre-professional perspective.  The 

students are required to create and complete a dance as a solo choreographer and dance in a least five other student works.  

Students gain admittance to this class through audition only. (Participation fee required) 

GENERAL EDUCATION 

DEPARTMENT AIDE   OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM/YR 

A Department Aide is selected to assist the teacher in classroom procedures.  The student may prepare materials and equipment 

for a class presentation.  A student may not be enrolled in a Department Aide and an Office Aide position at the same time.  A 

student may spend a maximum of one year with a particular teacher as an aide.  A student may be a Department or Office Aide 

for a maximum of two years.  Only óPô or óFô will be awarded for this course.  Prerequisite:  One credit successfully 

completed in the Department; permission from teacher and Department Chair; good attendance 

OFFICE AIDE    OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM/YR 

Office Aide is a course designed to introduce a student to an office environment and to give a student practical skills and work 

experience.  The student will be trained in general office work procedures - working with the public, filing, using the telephone 

properly, copying, organizing data, and providing assistance to the school administrative support staff.  The student should 

have a strong interest in a business career.  This course may be repeated for credit; however, a student may not be enrolled in 

an Office Aide and a Department Aide position at the same time.  A student may be a Department or Office Aide for a 

maximum of two years.  Only óPô or óFô will be awarded for this course.  Business Education course is recommended.  

Prerequisite:  Permission from Assistant Principal; good attendance 

PEER TUTORS/ 

TEACHER ASSISTANTS  OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM/YR 

Peer tutors will serve as teacher assistants working with mainstream and Exceptional Education students in regular and 

Exceptional Education classes.  Peer tutors will be trained in instructional and interactive techniques.  There will be an 

application and interview process. 

LIBRARY PRACTICE   OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM/YR 

Library Practice provides the student with practical and academic application of strategies for organizing and using 

information.  The service learning part of the class includes using electronic tools to assist patrons in finding information and 

checking out materials.  Keeping facilities and shelves in good order is also part of the class.  The academic part of Library 

Practice includes using electronic indexes and databases for information access, reading a variety of types of materials, and 

responding in writing, display or other format.  The student receives an academic grade for this course.  Prerequisite:  

Permission from Librarian 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 
The Student Council, comprised of students elected as representatives of the student body, plan and implement programs and 

activities that contribute to the operation of the school.  Elected Student Council officers, elected class officers, and class 

senators are required to take the Student Council class. 
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GENERAL EDUCATION 

STUDENT SERVICE LEARNING 

LINK CREW    OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Student Services Learning (Link Crew) is an RHS class/club that is based on a nationwide program.  The purpose of Link Crew 

is to establish personal relationships between upperclassmen and incoming freshmen in order to help the new students feel 

welcome and connected at school.  The club fundraises to earn money to facilitate special programs, events, and assemblies for 

the freshmen.  As a class, the students learn to develop their leadership potential and find ways to contribute to their school 

community and beyond.  If you want to get to know new people, help make a difference in people's lives, learn more about 

yourself, and have some fun, then Link Crew may be for you!   

**   Please note that a requirement for this course are to apply with a teacher recommendation, attend a mandatory two-day 

training and participate in the one day Freshmen Orientation that takes place the week before school starts in August.  **  

ACADEMIC DECATHLON  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM/YR 

This is a challenging class whose goal is to compete in the United States Academic Decathlon.  Students study and produce 

material on a given theme in ten different subject areas: math, economics, science, social studies, music, fine arts, literature, 

speech, essay and interview.  Past themes include ñThe Sustainable Earthò,  ñGlobal Economicsò, and ñWorld Philosophy, 

Psychology and Religionò.  Students with grade point averages from 1.0 to 4.0 are needed and compete only against students 

with similar GPA levels.  This course is open to all, however, the most successful students are juniors or seniors, self-motivated 

and excellent readers.  Elective credit only.  Prerequisite:  Permission from instructor 

MATH 

ALGEBRA    OPEN TO GRADES: 9   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This is a two-semester course where students use algebraic methods to explore, model and describe patterns, relationships and 

functions. These relationships and functions involve numbers, shapes, data and graphs within a wide variety of real-world 

problem-solving situations. Students also use data collection analysis, statistics, and probability to make inferences, decisions, 

and arguments as they solve a variety of practical problems. 

GEOMETRY    OPEN TO GRADES: 9-10  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This is a two-semester course in which students use geometric methods, properties and relationships as a means to recognize, 

draw, describe, connect, and analyze shapes and representations in the physical world. Students will also apply algebraic 

models and probabilities to physical applications. A scientific calculator, protractor, and compass are required. 

INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA  OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 
This is a two-semester course that revisits and strengthens the fundamentals of Algebra 1 and 2 and proceeds to more advanced 

topics and deeper understanding.  Increased emphasis on multiple representations, such as the use of graphing calculators and 

spreadsheets, will enhance the students' abilities to organize, analyze, and interpret data, solve problems, find connections 

among various mathematical topics. This is year three in the more traditional college preparatory program.   

TI -83+ Graphing calculators required.  Prerequisite:  Algebra 1, 2 and Geometry 1, 2 

INTRODUCTION TO 
INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA   OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This class will focus on building on the concepts and skills learned in Algebra and Geometry. AIMS review will take place 

throughout the year. Students who are successful in this class may take Intermediate Algebra the following year. This is not a 

college prep course, so it will not count towards fulfilling the four-credit math requirements for admission to most 4 year 

universities. 
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MATH 

PRE-CALCULUS   OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM 

This one-semester course is designed to rigorously strengthen and continue the study of algebra at an advanced level.  It 

provides an in-depth study of advanced mathematics topics including, but not limited to, sequences and series, proof by 

mathematical induction, theory of equations, permutations, combinations, and probability.  TI-83+ Graphing calculators 

required.  Prerequisite:  Intermediate Algebra 

TRIGONOMETRY   OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM 

This one-semester course provides an in-depth study of the basic trigonometric functions, their interrelationships, and their 

applications, with emphasis on the productive use of the graphing calculator and other technology.  Topic studies include the 

solution of triangles, vectors, identities, graphical methods, logarithms, inverse functions, and complex variables.  TI-83+ 

Graphing calculators required.  Prerequisite:  Intermediate Algebra 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) 
CALCULUS    OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course uses the concepts of analytic geometry and provides a rigorous in-depth study of the first two semesters of 

differential and integral calculus.  Topics included in the course are limits, continuity, differentiation, and the integration of 

algebraic and basic trigonometric functions.  Throughout the course, understanding is stressed over memorization.  Practical 

problems and applications are studied to help students appreciate calculus as a problem-solving tool.  This course prepares the 

student to take the Advanced Placement Calculus AB examination for college credit.  Computers and calculators will be 

used extensively.  Prerequisites:  Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus 

STATISTICS AND PROBABILITY OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

In this course, students will explore concepts in descriptive statistics and probability.  They will collect, compile, analyze, and 

make predictions of real world data.  Students will be able to apply the concepts learned in this course to future educational 

courses and in their career. 

MODERN WORLD LANGUAGES 

FRENCH 1, 2    OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This first year course emphasizes:  1) communication ï speaking, writing, listening, and reading, 2) culture through reading, 

films, music, and lecture, 3) comparisons between languages and cultures, 4) connections between French and the world, 

including the importance and value of learning French for todayôs world, and 5) utilizing the language in the community.  By 

the end of the course, students are able to communicate on a variety of subjects in the present tense.  Students have the 

opportunity to use the language in the community and in competitions. 

FRENCH 3, 4    OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Second year French builds upon the first year and also emphasizes communication, culture, comparisons, connections, and 

community.  By the end of the course, students are able to communicate not only about the present, but also about the past, the 

future, and discuss what they would do if they could (the conditional).  They are able to communicate in a more complex and 

descriptive manner on a greater variety of subjects.  Students also study French-speaking countries.  They have the opportunity 

to use the language in the community and in competitions.  Those with a cumulative ñAò average in French and a ñBò overall 

can be considered for membership in the National French Honorary at the end of the year.  Prerequisite: French 1,2 or teacher 

approval required. 
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MODERN WORLD LANGUAGES 

FRENCH 5, 6    OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Third year French offers an even richer vocabulary along with the subtleties of the use of the language as well as the finer 

points of French grammar.  Students read, discuss, and write about literary works, study the products of France, and learn about 

some of the best known artists and their works.  By the end of the year, students are able to communicate on a much wider 

variety of topics in all tenses.  Students have the opportunity to participate in competitions in which they demonstrate their 

command of the language and culture.  Possible prizes range from certificates to a trip to France.  Prerequisite:  French 3,4 or 

teacher approval required 

FRENCH 7, 8    OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Fourth year French enables students to 1) further refine their command of the communication skills, 2) to expose students to 

more literary works and reading selections, and 3) to continue to provide an opportunity for students to further their knowledge 

of the history, culture, civilization, and contemporary life of French speaking countries.  Prerequisite:  French 5,6 or 

equivalent competency 

SPANISH 1, 2    OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

In first year Spanish students will be able to communicate about daily activities in the present by focusing on listening, 

speaking, reading, writing and cultural exploration of the Spanish speaking world.   

SPANISH 3, 4    OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

By the end of the second year, students of Spanish 3-4 will have greater vocabulary base and be able to communicate about a 

greater variety of activities  in the present and past by focusing on listening, speaking, reading, writing and cultural exploration 

of the Spanish speaking world.   .  Prerequisite:  Spanish 1, 2 or teacher approval required. 

NATIVOS I    OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course is designed for  native speakers of Spanish who cannot read or write Spanish fluently.   Students will develop basic 

grammar, writing and reading skills with a strong vocabulary base concentrating on the present and past.  Students will write 

compositions, essays, and or plays.  Also there will be a focus on discussion of current events and the reading and discussion of  

short stories in Spanish.  This course is equivalent to Spanish 3-4 for non native speakers of Spanish.  Prerequisite:  

Competency test of Spanish oral language proficiency. 

NATIVOS II    OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course is designed for native speakers of Spanish who are able to speak, understand, read and write the Spanish language.  

There will be an emphasis on grammar such as the correct use of written accents, the use of the present, past, the imperfect, the 

conditional and the future tense.  Also there will be a focus on discussion of current events, the reading and discussion of 

novels, plays and short stories in Spanish.  This course is equivalent to Spanish 5-6 but assumes a greater fluency in Spanish 

speaking and understanding.  Prerequisite:  Nativos I, Spanish 3,4 or competency test of Nativos I knowledge and fluency. 

GERMAN 1, 2 (HONORS)  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course emphasizes: 1) the use of language for active communication through basic dialogue; 2) the reading of simple 

stories; 3) the practice of writing sentences and short paragraphs; 4) the use of correct verb forms and other grammatical 

structures; and 5) basic understanding of German history, geography, and current events through exposure to illustrated 

readings, from supplemental magazines such as ñDas Rad,ò films, and cultural activities. 
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GERMAN 3, 4 (HONORS)  OPEN TO GRADES: 9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course emphasizes: 1) the use of language for active communication; 2) the reading of short stories, short essays, 

dialogues, and special adaptations of literary works; 3) the writing of paragraphs using learned grammatical concepts and 

vocabulary; and, 4) German culture through exposure to readings from supplemental magazines such as ñDer Schussò and 

films.  Prerequisite: German 1, 2 or equivalent competency  

MANDRIN CHINESE 1, 2 & 3, 4 OPEN TO GRADES:  9, 10, 11, 12 LENGTH OF COURSE:  YEAR 

The course emphasizes: a) learning the basic, standard Chinese pronunciation, intonation, daily expressions, and characters at 

the novice level; b) reading and writing Pinyin and Chinese characters, such as creating notes, letters, and compositions; c) 

speaking simple contemporary Mandarin Chinese with correct  pronunciation and intonation; e) learning the aspects of Chinese 

cultural heritage with the local community; f) the basic understanding of Chinese history, festivals, customs,  minority 

nationalities, geography, and current events through exposure to representative readings, films, and speakers; g) learning 

language and culture, and making friends with high  school students in China .  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

CO-ED FRESHMAN  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  OPEN TO GRADES: 9   LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM 

The freshman program has a strong emphasis on developing fitness and skills mainly in a collaborative team atmosphere.  

Activities include: track and field, fitness exercises, volleyball, basketball, rugby, pickleball, soccer, and badminton. Classroom 

instruction provides an opportunity to learn skills, drills and strategies.  All Physical Education classes include a reading and 

writing component. High school graduation requires one full year of Physical Education. 

CO-ED FIT FOR LIFE   OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM 

Fit for Life focuses on developing lifelong fitness habits, as well as activities and games that can be utilized during all phases 

of life.  Most of the activities are individual type sports such as golf, Frisbee games, tennis, yoga, running, table tennis, 

shuffleboard, bocce ball, croquet and horseshoes.  The team sports offered will be basketball, softball, and team handball.  All 

Physical Education classes include a reading and writing component.  High school graduation requires one full year of 

Physical Education. 

CO-ED  WEIGHT TRAINING   OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM 

Weight Training provides body development and shaping through the use of progressive resistance training.  Weight training 

introduces strength training, circuit training, power lifting, bodybuilding, body shaping, weight room safety, and program 

development.  Classroom activities include: nutrition, muscle function, injury prevention, and goal setting.  All Physical 

Education classes include a reading and writing component.  High school graduation requires one full year of Physical 

Education. 

HEALTH EDUCATION   OPEN TO GRADES: 10   LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM 

The Health program provides a comprehensive curriculum for students in grades 10-12.  It provides age-appropriate health 

content with extensive instruction, practice, and application of the skills necessary to achieve optimal health and wellness.  

Class topics include social, mental, and physical health.  Students will have opportunities to learn physically, visually, and 

through auditory experiences. Students will also have opportunities to develop organizational skills, speaking skills, decision-

making skills, writing skills and explore multiple intelligences. High School graduation requires one semester of Health 

Education. 
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INTEGRATED SCIENCE   OPEN TO GRADES: 9   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Integrated Science examines current questions, problems and careers involving Biology, Earth Science, Chemistry and Physics.  

Students are engaged in lab and exploratory activities designed to stimulate curiosity, hypothesis testing, and data 

interpretation.  Activities reinforce fundamental logic, communication and math skills. Successful students will be well 

equipped to choose their higher-level science classes based on career goals, personal interest and classroom experience.  

BIOLOGY 1, 2    OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course is an inquiry into the basic biological principles of all living things and the environment each inhabits.  Its purpose 

is to develop an integrated view of the natural world and formulate explanations utilizing critical and logical thinking.  This 

laboratory-oriented course includes the fundamentals of microbiology, cells, genetics and the relationship of the biological 

systems of organisms that inhabit earth. 

EARTH SCIENCE   OPEN TO GRADES: 10, 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Earth Science provides a review of measurements in the metric system and basic atomic structure.  Emphasis is on 

observational skills.  It includes the study of materials of the earth's crust, forces acting on the crust, weather, astronomy and 

ecology. 

PHYSICS    OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This physics course presents a core of solid physics including mechanics, heat, light, sound, electromagnetism, and the atom, 

etc.  Mathematics applications and lab work are used throughout.  Prerequisites:  Biology concurrent with Geometry or 

higher. 

CHEMISTRY    OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Chemistry begins with observation and leads to the study of elements, compounds and their properties--the exact kinds and 

precise amounts of materials being studied.  It builds toward the application of the year's laboratory-oriented experiences to 

arrive at the accepted theories of chemistry.  Prerequisite:  Algebra and one year of a lab science course. 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP)  
CHEMISTRY *    OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This is a college level chemistry course.  The class provides the opportunity for in-depth study of chemical concepts by 

students who have proven math abilities as well as the skill, motivation and self-discipline to attempt the mastery of abstract 

college level science concepts.  Emphasis is on problem- solving and the correlation of modern chemical theories with 

observable behaviors of matter.  Experiments are chosen from the Advanced Placement curriculum to be challenging at a 

college level.  Successful students will be able take the AP test to obtain college credit.  Chemistry is not a prerequisite as math 

and physics experience is much more important.  Prerequisites:  One year of Physics; completion or concurrent enrollment 

in Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus or Honors Intermediate Algebra 

ADVANCED MARINE SCIENCE OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

The University of Arizona considers this course a Lab Science only if taken in the junior or senior year.  For this reason 

sophomores are strongly discouraged from taking this course. 

This is the study of the physical and living aspects of the ocean realm.  The first semester curriculum emphasizes principles of 

physical oceanography, while the second semester has marine biology as its emphasis.  Environmental issues and the impact of 

humans on the marine environment are stressed throughout the year.  Students will be exposed to topics from chemistry, 

biology, botany, physics, meteorology, geology, and physical science as they apply to Planet Oceanus.  Prerequisite:  

Successful completion of Biology 1, 2 
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HUMAN ANATOMY AND  
PHYSIOLOGY    OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This is an advanced lab science class where students will study the structure and function of the human body.  Students 

registering for this class should be interested in medical or scientific careers and willing to study difficult material.  This class 

is restricted to juniors and seniors who have completed general chemistry.  Prerequisite:  Chemistry 1, 2 and Biology 1,2 

GENETICS    OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course is designed to provide an in-depth study of human genetics.  Topics include a review of Mendelian principles, gene 

expression, and basic biotechnology.  In-depth topics include mutations, cancer, genetic disease, populations, and bioethics.  In 

addition, there will be hands-on labs as well as internet research and outside readings.  Prerequisite:  One year of Biology 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

GEOGRAPHY     OPEN TO GRADES: 9   LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM 

The world is a big, exciting place that is getting smaller and smaller. Every day we are better connected to and more reliant 

upon the rest of the world than we were the day before. To survive and thrive in this world, we need to understand it. In this 

course we will study the physical and cultural geography of the world's most important regions. During our journey we will 

consider the major economic and social structures, political systems, religions, and arts of these places. Through this study, we 

will learn to appreciate the connections and similarities (as well as the differences) of the world's many people with an 

understanding of the Five Themes of Geography (location, place, human-environment interaction, movement, and region). 

  This semester course will satisfy elective credit for graduation. 

WORLD HISTORY   OPEN TO GRADES: 10   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

We all have a story and it directs our approach to life and the choices we make. The same is true of groups of people regardless 

of whether they are a small organization or a country. The modern world is no longer isolated. We have become a global 

community.  This is truer with the advent of the Internet. Each one of us faces the possibility of dealing with someone from 

another country. Communication begins with understanding. Knowledge of global countries and cultures gives us an edge in 

achieving understanding.  This class is designed to help you on the way to having an ñedgeò on communicating as a global 

citizen. We will be looking at and analyzing the human experience through time. We will explore how major events and 

turning points in History shape us as individuals and societies. We will also examine the ideas and beliefs that have shaped us 

as individual, countries and as a world community. We will also look at different methods of historical research. We will use 

primary and secondary sources to analyze different perspective on the same event in history. We will relate historical 

background to current events as well. 

AMERICAN HISTORY   OPEN TO GRADES: 11   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

Major themes of American development are examined to demonstrate their evolution from the Colonial Period to the present 

time. These studies of selected themes and problems give students the opportunity to investigate historical materials in depth 

and to relate them to more recent events. Emphasis is placed on making personal connections to historical events. The 

contributions and accomplishments of Americaôs diverse cultures are stressed. Special emphasis is placed on the historical 

development of Arizona. 

AMERICAN HISTORY  
FROM A CHICANO PERSPECTIVE OPEN TO GRADES: 11   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This is a college preparatory course that presents an in depth interdisciplinary study of the major developments in the unique 

history of the Mexican American/Chicano experience within the context of American History.  Traditionally, the contributions 

and experience of Mexican Americans / Chicanos in American History courses have been noticeably absent.  Students will 

engage in a course study that encompasses the Pre-Columbian period through contemporary times. Special emphasis will be 

given to the post WWII experience through a critical-thinking, literature-based and writing emphasis approach.  The units of 

study to be covered in this course have been developed in alignment to the Arizona State Social Studies Standards and the 

TUSD CORE Curriculum. 
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ECONOMICS     OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM 

This junior/senior semester long elective course introduces students to the concepts of both macroeconomics and 

microeconomics:  

The first quarter will address topics in macroeconomics, such as: efficiency; trade; supply, demand, and how markets function; 

taxes and price controls; national income accounting, inflation, and unemployment. Students will explore how market/capitalist 

systems work and how countries can foster economic growth. Study will touch upon the development of economic ideas with 

the rise of market systems from the Industrial Revolution, the battle between economic systems of capitalism and communism 

in the twentieth century, to questions of the economic systemôs connection to society and culture today.  The second half of this 

course will introduce students to microeconomics: examination of economic behavior of individuals, firms, or markets. 

Students will examine consumer theory; why people like goods and services and how they behave. It progresses to firm theory, 

e.g. production and costs, exploring such concepts as diminishing marginal productivity and economies of scale, as well as 

examining particular market types such as price takers, monopolies, and oligopolies. The course closes with capital and 

resource markets (e.g. wages, benefits, income, as well as natural resources). Inquiry will include special applications such as 

market failures (e.g. externalities, public goods, information problems which are at the heart of many business/government and 

environmental issues), poverty, health care, education, social security, etc. Offered as Elective Credit ONLY. 

AP GOVERNMENT   OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

The AP Government & Politics: United States course provides an analytical perspective on government and politics in the 

United States. This course involves both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and the analysis of 

specific case studies. It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute U.S. 

political reality. 

MEDIA LITERACY:  CURRENT EVENTS - WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD AND WHY 
     OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course will provide an analytical perspective on current events that are occurring through the world. The course will take 

these events and trace their historical roots and origins. The course will enhance studentôs abilities to research various topics, 

decipher propaganda and draw their own conclusions. The focus will be on and the geopolitical and interpersonal relationships 

between various groups that have shaped our world today. 

US HISTORY FROM A FOREIGN POLICY PERSPECTIVE 
ά{ǇŜŀƪ ǎƻŦǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ŀ ōƛƎ ǎǘƛŎƪέ OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and enduring understandings necessary to deal critically 

with the problems and successes in United States history. The focus will be on how the relationships that the United States has 

with the international community has shaped internal policies.  Students will learn to assess historical materialsðtheir 

relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance.  

SOCIOLOGY    OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: SEM 

This semester course is designed to acquaint the student with society through an academic study of social groups, institutions, 

and functions. Emphasis will be on the relationship of the individual and groups to society. understand the vocabulary of 

sociology.  This course will examine the methods used to acquire knowledge and data for sociological interpretations and will 

describe the development and differences in cultures as they affect racial and/or ethnic minorities within American society. 

Students will identify cultural influences on human behavior and identify the patterns and processes of human interactions. 

Lessons and activities will encourage awareness of the relationships between individuals and groups as well as current changes 

in social institutions over time and the effects of those on American society. Students will apply sociological concepts to daily 

life and work settings as they use technology for the purpose of research. This course will fulfill elective credit required for 

graduation. 
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AP PSYCHOLOGY/PSYCHOLOGY OPEN TO GRADES: 11, 12  LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

This course is designed as a broad overview of Psychology from its ancient roots to modern day. Students are introduced to the 

theories, methods, skills, science, systems, and all other integral information associated with the study of psychology. Why do 

we do what we do?  Is this all in my mind?  Was I born this way? Does our environment have any impact on the person we 

become?  These questions focus our course study.  In addition, the course structure and content prepare students to take the 

Advanced Placement exam in Psychology.  While we rely heavily on the Myersô text, Psychology, the course includes many 

supplemental materials that are textual, electronic and film.   

Those students who prepare for the AP exam will take the course for AP credit.  Those who are not interested in this 

experience will take the course for regular credit. Offered as Elective Credit ONLY. 

12th GRADE HONORS AMERICAN GOVERNMENT:   

POWER, POLITICS AND CULTURE OPEN TO GRADES: 12   LENGTH OF COURSE: YEAR 

12
th

 Grade Honors American Government:  Power, Politics and Culture will work to complement the Senior Seminar 

Course:  War & Conflict.  Simultaneous enrollment in both courses is strongly recommended.  This course will encourage 

critical inquiry regarding the manufacture, distribution and consumption of various forms of power and authority, including 

governmental, civic and insurgent elements.  Students will examine historic and contemporary perceptions regarding power 

and authority.  Readings and activities will require students to apply skills relevant to critical inquiry, deliberation and debate. 

 Readings and classroom activities will examine facts, concepts, data, theories, recurring themes, patterns and their 

consequences, as well as current events and trends in government, politics and economics. Economic content standards are 

interwoven throughout the course.  This year long course requires 20 hours of service to the community each semester. 


